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2  Ulumbarra Foundation

The Ulumbarra Foundation has been 
established to attract philanthropic support 
for Central Victoria’s performing arts. 

Named to recognise Bendigo’s 
world-class performance theatre, 
The Ulumbarra Foundation is the 
only charity in Central Victoria 
devoted to performing arts. 

A strong performing arts sector 
with the ability to contribute to 
its own development will benefit 
regional residents and businesses 
alike by adding to the rich tapestry 
of cultural experiences in Central 
Victoria. 

The Foundation’s purpose is 
to benefit the development of 
performing arts at Bendigo’s unique 
arts venues, notably Ulumbarra 
Theatre, The Capital, Bendigo  
Town Hall and Old Fire Station. 

The Foundation’s activities will 
also support performing arts 
organisations, artists and the 
wider regional community through 
inspirational programs and funding 
initiatives.

Objectives 

• To raise the profile and 
awareness of Central Victorian 
arts programs and venues. 

• To attract philanthropic support. 
• To draw patrons of the arts from 

outside Central Victoria to our 
local performing arts precinct. 

• To provide a framework that will 
enable new funding sources to 
flow to Bendigo’s performing 
arts programs. 

Corporate Partners
To maximise the logo’s impact, a library of panelled 
variations has been developed to cater for a range of 
applications.

When the logo is rendered on a coloured background, 
or is to be placed over an image, the opposite examples 
demonstrate how the logo is to be used.

This will ensure the logo has a strong presence on all 
communication pieces.

Logo Panel
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It was wonderful to see the 
performing arts world come back 
to life this year after the difficult 
COVID period, and to experience 
the milestone events of The Ring 
Cycle and the Capital’s 150th 
birthday.

With people becoming more 
comfortable attending the theatre, 
were able to hold a series of 
donor events, providing our 
valued supporters the opportunity 
to gather together, meet special 
guests and enjoy exclusive 
experiences created especially 
for them. These experiences 
were held in conjunction with the 
Bendigo Chamber Music Festival, 
Wallflowering Dinner at Mackenzie 
Quarters Donor Function, SILENCE 
by Karul Projects. Bangara, and a 
“meet the producer” event for the 
Sunshine Club show. To celebrate 
the amazing $5 million Ring Cycle 
production by Melbourne Opera at 
Ulumbarra Theatre, we arranged 
a talk by opera expert Michael 

Shmith for donors at an afternoon 
tea event and viewing of the 
rehearsal of Die Walkure. Bendigo 
Venues & Events Manager Julie 
Amos took the lucky guests on a 
special behind the scenes guided 
tour. 

Our end of year fundraising 
campaign “Light up Bendigo” drew 
attention to the state-of-the-art 
technology, lighting and projectors 
needed by Bendigo Venues and 
Events. Thank you to our donors 
and many supporters who get 
behind our campaigns and give 
generously.

The Rotary Club of Bendigo South 
and the Ulumbarra Foundation 
presented a concert fundraiser In 
October featuring James Morrison 
and the City of Greater Bendigo 
Brass Band at Ulumbarra Theatre. 
It was wonderful to see the local 
community coming together to 
raise funds for the performing arts.  

The Ulumbarra Foundation is 
thrilled to continue to provide 
support to students attending 
the Academy of the Creative 
Arts at Bendigo South East 
College, through the Ulumbarra 
Foundation’s Holsworth Creative 
Arts Bursary, which provides a 
scholarship to enable students 
to attend the ACA and pursue 
excellence in their chosen art form 
and prepare for a potential career 
in the creative arts. This year 
five talented secondary students 
received a bursary. 

The Ulumbarra Foundation is 
proud to support the development 
of the Bendigo Symphony 
Orchestra through the Crescendo 
BSO project which has generated 
more than $20,000 in donations. 

These donations will allow the BSO 
to provide scholarships to young 
musicians, to acquire section 
leader services to inspire orchestra 
members and audiences, 

Chair’s report – 2023
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grow its music library and acquire 
equipment and instruments. 

Board members past and present 
farewelled our Executive Officer 
David Stretch in September 
and paid tribute to his role in 
establishing the Foundation and 
his work over the past 8 years 
which has been instrumental in our 
ongoing success.  

We were thrilled with the October 
concert fundraiser featuring James 
Morrison and the City of Greater 
Bendigo Brass Band. It was a 
wonderful success for all involved, 
and we are grateful for our 
partnership with the Rotary Club of 
Bendigo South who has supported 
us since 2015 with a series of 
concerts. This year’s collaboration 
with James also yielded two school 
workshops and mentoring of the 
band - fantastic outcomes for our 
local musicians! 

We extend our thanks as always 
to the Bendigo Venues and Events 
team, led by Manager Julie Amos, 
who have assisted in our work 
over the past year. 

In closing, I give my sincere 
thanks to our valued partners – 
Strategem, AFS, Beck Legal and 
the City of Greater Bendigo - as 
well as my fellow Board Members 
– Dale Pearce, Margaret Keech 
OAM, Vicki Pearce, Robin Bragg, 
Pip Johanson, Rob Blum, Nigel 
McGuckian and Alice Topp. 

 

Carolyn Stanford 
Chair
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Audience Connections 
We have continued to provide 
tickets for the monthly Cushion 
Concerts to several community 
groups over the year and through 
Bendigo Community Health and 
Anglicare we were able to provide 
adults and students tickets to 
Bangarra and Cirque Mother 
Afrique.

A group of 57 Grade 2 students 
from Marist College had a 
wonderful time attending Are We 
There Yet ? at Ulumbarra in May. 

Mentor Program
We have had three young 
people who have taken part 
in the program this year. The 
feedback has been very positive, 

many finding the experience 
invaluable and helpful in providing 
greater clarity about the arts as a 
profession. 

There is a plan moving forward, 
to review the process of the 
mentoring program with a focus 
on targeting secondary school to 
increase recruitment and expand 
mentors.  

Education engagement
Monkey Baa ‘Yong’ teaching artist 
workshops took place with 105 
students from two schools.

15 students from 12 schools 
performed on stage with Opera 
Australia as part of The Barber of 
Seville regional children’s chorus 
(they rehearsed once a week for 
2 terms before the performance 
too and the Ulumbarra Foundation 
paid the choir leader Gail Godber’s 
honorarium and provided 
discounted tickets for families of 
the students involved).

Marist College Bendigo had their 
57 tickets for the grade 2s to 
attend Are We There Yet paid for 
by the Ulumbarra foundation.

18 music students from across 
Bendigo attended an ACO ‘There’s 
a Sea in My Bedroom Meet the 
Musicians’ workshop

Senior students from Alice Miller 
school watched Is this yours do a 
reading of the ‘The Club’. 

Many groups of school children 
(close to 200) visited two art 
exhibitions (Satin by illustrator 
Lorena Carrington) and Juvenilia 
(early writing and drawing created 
during childhood of authors and 
illustrators, curator Aimee Chan) 
during Bendigo Writers Festival.

Many families (approx. 150 people) 

took part in 2 days of inaugural 

Creative Kids sessions at Bendigo 

Writers Festival.

Encompassing Education 
engagement, audience 
connection, Music & Arts  
& Mentor Program 

Community Connections 
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Community Connections  
Sub-Committee Members:

Margaret Keech OAM, Chair 
Rob Blum

Create A took part in drama 
workshops with cast of Euphoria.

Sydney Dance Company took 
students from BSE ACA program 
for a dance masterclass.

Thank you to our small but 
committed committee who 
have supported our community 
programmes and we look forward 
to being able to offer great 
programs in 2024.

Margaret Keech OAM

Chair, Community Connections 
Subcomitte
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The governance sub-committee 
met on three occasions during 
the 2022-2023 financial year; 
the January 2023 meeting was 
cancelled due to lack of attendees. 
Meeting dates were July 14 2022, 
17 October 2022 and 5 April 2023.

All required reporting to the ATO, 
ACNC and ROCO was completed 
on time.

The annual financial results were 
submitted to Strategem for review 
and finalisation with an AGM was 
conducted on 17 November 2022.

An MOU between the Ulumbarra 
Foundation and COGB was signed 
in June 2022 with an expiry date 
of 30 June 2023. A new MOU is 
being prepared which will spell 
out the extent and type of support 
available to the Foundation.

Insurance premiums were 
reviewed and policies renewed 
with a new insurer – subjects 
insured were Management Liability 

Insurance and Public Liability 
Insurance.

The Compliance Calendar was 
updated for 2023, as too was the 
website.

The MOU between the Ulumbarra 
Foundation and the Bendigo 
Symphony Orchestra (BSO) 
continues to operate successfully 
with many donors having had 
donated directly to the BSO by 
using the Deductible Goods 
Recipient (DGR) status of the 
Ulumbarra Foundation.

An Investment Policy was prepared 
for Board approval, along with an 
operating budget prepared and 
approved by the Board.

As of the 1st of July 2022 the 
ACNC reporting requirements 
changed as a result of changes 
to organisational size definitions, 
viz: a “small” Not-For-Profit charity, 
now defined as having an annual 
revenue of less than $500,000 

Governance

8  Ulumbarra Foundation

does not need to produce a 
financial report or be audited. The 
UF Board elected to retain the 
financial reporting requirement 
but not the auditing element. An 
Annual Information Statement 
(AIS) is still necessary and this was 
submitted.

The second change to ACNC 
reporting requirements was the 
need to report for the 2022-2023 
reporting period and onwards, any 
Party Related Transactions (PRT). 
After considering the nature of its 
business activities and using the 
ACNC definitions and examples, 
it was agreed by the Governance 
sub-committee members that 
there are no PRTs that need to be 
reported.
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Governance Sub-Committee 
Members:

Robin Bragg, Chair, Carolyn 
Stanford, Vicki Pearce, 
Margaret Keech, Julie Amos 
(ex-officio)

The Holsworth Creative Arts 
Bursary corpus was transferred 
wholly to the Ulumbarra 
Foundation via a Letter of 
Understanding and a Deed of Gift. 
This was a wonderful gesture by 
Bill and Carol Holsworth and we 
were thrilled to receive this very 
large donation. 

The Ulumbarra Foundation will 
continue, via its Power Up sub-
committee, to ensure that the 
original purpose of the Creative 
Arts Bursary is maintained i.e. to 
provide a scholarship for a student 
attending BSE College Academy 
for Creative Arts. The bursary will 
vary between $2000 and $5000 
each year at the discretion of the 
Ulumbarra Foundation board.

I express my personal thanks and 
those of the Ulumbarra Foundation 
Board for the wonderful gift 
received from Bill and Carol 
Holsworth - a truly magnanimous 
offer and a marvellous example of 

community philanthropy at its best.

I also express ongoing thanks and 
gratitude to Strategem for their 
preparedness to continue their pro 
bono support in the preparation of 
the financial reports.

ATO = Australian Taxation Office.

ACNC = Australian Charities Not-
For-Profit Commission- monitors 
the AIS.

BAS= Business Activity Statement 
– required quarterly by ATO.

ROCO = Register of Cultural 
Organisations – monitors 
deductible donations.

Robin Bragg

Chair, Governance Sub-
Committee
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Strategy, Fundraising and Stewardship

The Ulumbarra Foundation 
Strategy, Fundraising and 
Stewardship sub committee has 
had another eventful year, initiating 
new projects and steering the 
established projects  to continued 
success. 

We have been able to  support  
secondary students through 
the Holdsworth  Creative  Arts 
Bursary  to attend the Academy 
of Creative Arts at Bendigo South 
East College,  facilitate mentorship 
of string students through John 
Nobles ITET Program, support 
young  performing artists through 
our Mentorship program, provide 
an opportunity for teachers and 
students to experience Wagner’s 
“Die Walkure” and enable over 
500 young children to attend the 
theatres in Bendigo to experience 
live performances. 

Through our “Power Up “ grants 
program,  a local children’s choir 
was able to  perform in “The Barber 

of Seville”, an Opera Australia 
production and we have been able 
to support Nexus Bendigo Theatre 
Company performance of “Shrek”.

The Foundation has also continued 
to support the Bendigo Health  
Cancer Centre music program and 
help ensure the continued success 
and development of the wonderful 
Bendigo Symphony Orchestra 
through the Crescendo BSO 
project.

Through the generous donation  
of the McKern Family this year 
the  Foundation has been able to 
contribute to the  BSO’s purchase 
of  new music stands and  orchestra 
chairs  -  a community asset for 
the Ulumbarra Theatre to be used 
not just by the BSO but the wider 
community. 

We were delighted to find a number 
of local adults to perform as part of 
the chorus in the Ring Cycle - an 
unforgettable experience for them.

We sincerely thank all those who 
have donated  to the Foundation 
or been partners in our work  
contributing to our success,  and we 
trust our partnerships will continue 
into the future.

We are delighted to announce our 
new project this year  - Bendigo 
Youth Music. This program hopes to 
get underway in 2024 – for Central 
Victorian music students  under the 
guidance of local music teachers  to 
create enriching music experiences 
for youth,  launching with a Music 
Camp in April 2024. We look 
forward to  progressing this in the 
future. 
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Sub-Committee Members:

Carolyn Stanford, Dale 
Pearce, Julie Amos and Nigel 
McGuckian
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Pip Johanson

Chair

In conjunction with Langley Estate, 
three BSSC  classical music 
students  obtained performance 
practice for their VCE exams by  
performing at the Langley Estate 
Chapel  in “The Next Generation” 
concert in September, which we 
hope will become part of the 
schedule for all VCE  classical music 
students in the future.

2023 Annual Report  11



12  Ulumbarra Foundation12  Ulumbarra Foundation

Donors
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2021 Financial Statements

Ulumbarra Foundation 
For the year ended 30 June 2023

Prepared by Strategem
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The Ulumbarra Foundation has  
the following accreditations:
Registered Charity with the Australian Charities  
and Not-for-profits Commission

Incorporation constituted as a trust 
ABN: 42 205 343 902

Australian Taxation Office 
• Endorsed for charity tax concessions 
• Endorsed as a deductible gift recipient (DGR)

State Revenue Office 
• Registered as a Trust

Accreditation
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PO Box 400 
Bendigo Central VIC 3552

info@ulumbarrafoundation.org.au
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