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The Ulumbarra Foundation has been established to attract philanthropic
support for Central Victoria’s performing arts.

Named to recognise Bendigo’s new world-class performance theatre, The Ulumbarra
Foundation is the only charity in Central Victoria devoted to performing arts.
A strong performing arts sector with the ability to contribute to its own development
will benefit regional residents and businesses alike by adding to the rich tapestry of
cultural experiences in Central Victoria.
The Foundation’s purpose is to benefit the development of performing arts at
Bendigo’s unique arts venues, notably Ulumbarra Theatre, The Capital, Bendigo Town
Hall and Old Fire Station. The Foundation’s activities will also support performing
arts organisations, artists and the wider regional community through inspirational
programs and funding initiatives.
Objectives
•
•
•
•

To raise the profile and awareness of Central Victorian arts programs
and venues.
To attract philanthropic support.
To draw patrons of the arts from outside Central Victoria to our local performing
arts precinct.
To provide a framework that will enable new funding sources to flow to Bendigo’s
performing arts programs.

PO Box 400, Bendigo Central VIC 3552
ABN 42 205 343 902
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Chairman’s Report
The year 2017/18 was a successful second year of operation for the Ulumbarra Cultural &
Charitable Foundation, during which we consolidated many of the initiatives from our first
year, and launched some new ones. On behalf of the Board of Directors, I can confidently
state that, for a fledgling organisation, we have made a good start.
It was with regret that we accepted the resignation of the Hon Howard Nathan AM QC from
the Board, at the same time recognising the significant role he played during our early years.
His generosity continues to be significant. Pip Johanson joined the Board during the year
and has already proven to be a welcome addition. Apart from Howard receiving an AM in the
Order of Australia Awards, we also congratulated Margaret Keech for being recognised with
a well-deserved OAM.
Also to be congratulated is David Stretch. As a result of a review of the Capital Venues &
Events division of the City of Greater Bendigo, David now holds the title of Co-ordinator
Marketing & Business Development, with one of his major roles to be our Executive Officer, a
task he performs with both skill and commitment. Thank you, David.
Our partnership with CVE, and therefore the City, continues to be the major factor in our
success. Thank you David Lloyd, Craig Niemann, Bernie O’Sullivan, and all others with whom
we work closely. The Foundation has majority funded a temporary contract position for an
Education and Engagement Officer at CVE, to further our aim of inspiring new generations of
artists to engage with world-class visiting performing arts professionals.
Following approval of our application for DGR status, we launched our Annual Giving
programme. It is anticipated this programme will grow to be a significant factor in our
financial stability. In the meantime, we were grateful for ongoing support from donors and
benefactors during the year.

A Bequest programme was also launched, which has been well received.
Our first PowerUp campaign resulted in grants being allocated to the Bendigo Theatre
Company to purchase much needed equipment, and to Tripwire Theatre Inc for their
production of The Belly Dancer.
It was with much pleasure that we funded the attendance of rural school students, refugee
families and children at several performances during the year, including Arena Theatre Co’s
Bendigo premiere of Robot Song.
In conclusion, I take the opportunity to thank, sincerely, our ever increasing friends,
supporters, and donors, in particular our Founding 50 Members. It is always a genuine
pleasure for me to meet you at one of our wonderful theatres, and to be reminded of our
mutual satisfaction in what has already been achieved.

Gordon McKern, OAM
Chair

Key Achievements
Fundraising
Fundraising activities this year included
the an on-line donation portal and a
partnership with Bendigo Bank in their
“tap to donate” technology which is now
operational at both the Ulumbarra and
Capital Theatres.
Our annual giving program was launched
which is steadily attracting new donors to
join our program.
In November, in conjunction with CVE and
Audi Bendigo, the Ulumbarra Foundation
hosted a Summer Garden Party function
for donors and members of the Melbourne
Symphony Orchestra prior to the MSO’s
performance.
Grants
The Ulumbarra Foundation’s Performing
Arts Power-up grants program was created
to support the City of Greater Bendigo’s
performing arts organisations, through two
rounds of funding each year of up to $5000
per round.

The recipients of the first round were
Tripwire Theatre Company and The Bendigo
Theatre Company.
newstART
newstART aims to engage new arts
audiences by providing access for the
young, elderly or disadvantaged to free,
premium seating at selected performances.
This program aims to broaden access to
theatres and bring inspiration and joy
to members of the Bendigo and regional
community. In 2018 newstART had a number
of significant initiatives.
Through Bendigo Community Health
Services we provided 100 people with
the opportunity to attend a performance
of Circus Oz at the Ulumbarra Theatre,
including eight refugee families.
The Australian Opera’s performance of
Madam Butterfly was enjoyed by some
local primary school students from the
stage, after we funded their participation
in the chorus. They received tuition over

a number of weeks from an experienced
singing teacher and reported a memorable
experience.
We had the pleasure of supporting
Bendigo’s newest arts organisation, Arena
Theatre Co, in their first local production,
Robot Song. The Ulumbarra Foundation
purchased tickets to performances for 48
students of St Patrick’s Primary School
(Learners) and Pyramid Hill College (Grades
3 and 4) in Pyramid Hill. Their unique
experience included special Q&A time with
the performers after the show.
Teachers commented about the
performance:
“Some wonderful messages about
celebrating our differences and the
awesomeness of each of us.”

Christian Leavesley, Artistic Director, Arena
Theatre Company, said
“The wonderful thing about our interactions
with school groups such as the one from
Pyramid Hill ... is that we absolutely
love doing them. We want the youngest
members of our community (and their
parents) to fall in love with theatre and
with creativity, because of the positive
impact we see it have. It is really special
to be able to share that Q&A time after
a show and respond to their beautifully
insightful questions and comments. And,
I think it’s fair to say that Robot Song had
a substantial impact on everybody here
at Arena too. Thank you to the Ulumbarra
Foundation, for its support of Robot Song.”

Pathways
Pathways is concerned with supporting and
developing our performing artists,
through professional development and
masterclasses delivered by performing
arts industry professionals across various
disciplines. The Program also provides
opportunities for performing arts students
to connect with national companies staging
performances locally.
This year we majority funded a part time
position at CVE dedicated to liaising with
visiting performing arts touring companies
and coordinating professional development
for local performing artists and students.
This position was filled by Cecile Shanahan
from May 2018 who has had an immediate
impact and is setting up a strong framework
for the future.

Bequests
The Board spent time this year developing
a bequests program and engaging with the
legal sector about its implementation. We
have been pleased to receive some bequest
funds and commitments from community
minded people with a desire to leave a
legacy in the performing arts.
Retirement of Board Director
Founding Board member and benefactor,
The Hon Howard Nathan AM QC, retired
from the Board and was recognised for
his services and remarkable financial
contribution with a function at Ulumbarra
Theatre and a surprise performance by the
cast of BTC’s Fiddler on the Roof.

Future priorities
In the coming year, the Foundation will focus
on continuing and expanding the work of our
two subcommittees, newstART and Pathways,
and providing grants under our Performing
Arts Power-Up program.
We will launch a major fundraising campaign
to purchase a substantial asset such as a
piano for Ulumbarra Theatre. A major annual
fundraising event is also planned to be held in
April 2019.
The Foundation will continue to develop our
bequests and annual giving programs, and
commence building relationships with other
foundations and trusts.
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Donors
In addition to our Founding 50 Benefactors, The Ulumbarra Foundation’s valued donors
(as at 15.11.18) are listed below:
Major Gifts

Ensemble Donor

Helen and Alan Gobbé
The Ryall Family

Lyn Parker
Marianne Heard
Denise Peterson
Women of Note
Carolyn Stanford
Vicki Pearce

Founders Circle
Gordon McKern OAM
Howard Nathan AM QC
Yvonne Johanson
Foundation Patron
Catherine and John Watson
Thelma Rosier
Christopher Mayor
Dennis and Pip Johanson

Donor
Alison Dullard
Robert and Dawn Colbourne OAM
Glendinning and Joyce Mertens
Anne Specht

Accreditation
The Ulumbarra Foundation has the following accreditations:
Registered Charity with the Australian Charities and
Not-for-profits Commission
Incorporation constituted as a trust
ABN: 42 205 343 902
Australian Taxation Office
• Endorsed for charity tax concessions
• Endorsed as a deductible gift recipient (DGR)
State Revenue Office
• Registered as a Trust

Financial Statements

Financial Audit

Independent auditor’s report to the members of the Ulumbarra Foundation
Report on the audit of the financial statements
Our opinion
In our opinion, the financial report of the Ulumbarra Foundation being a special purpose financial report, is
in accordance with the Australian Charities and Not‐for‐profits Commission Act 2012, including:
i.

giving a true and fair view of the Discretionary Investment Trust’s financial position as at 30 June 2018
and of its performance for the year ended on that date; and
ii. complying with the Australian Charities and Not‐for‐profits Commission Regulations 2013.
What we have audited
The Ulumbarra Foundation’s financial report comprises the:







Statement of income and expenditure
Statement of assets and liabilities
Statement of movements in equity
Statement of cash flows
Notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes
The trustees’ true and fair position declaration.

Basis for opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under those
standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section
of our report.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
audit opinion.
Other information
The trustees are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the information
included in the annual report for the year ended 30 June 2018, but does not include the financial report and
our auditor’s report thereon.
Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly we do not express
any form of assurance conclusion thereon.
In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in
doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial report or our
knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated.
If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other
information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard.

Independence

In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence requirements of the Australian Charities
and Not‐for‐profits Commission Act 2012.

Trustee’s responsibility for the financial report

The trustees’ of the trust are responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair
view and have determined that the basis of preparation described in Note 1 to the financial report is
appropriate to meet the requirements of the Australian Charities and Not‐for‐profits Commission Act 2012
and is appropriate to meet the needs of the members. The trustee’s responsibility also includes such
internal control as the trustees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that
is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.
In preparing the financial report, the trustees’ are responsible for assessing the trust’s ability to continue as a
going concern, disclosing as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis
of accounting unless the trustees’ either intend to liquidate the trust or cease operations, or have no realistic
alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibility for the audit of the financial report

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in
accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.
Misstatement can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in aggregate, they
could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this
financial report.
A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial report is located at the Auditing and
Assurance Standards Board website at: http://www.auasb.gov.au/home.aspx. This description forms part of
our auditor’s report.

Andrew Frewin Stewart
61 Bull Street, Bendigo, 3550
Dated this 15th day of November 2018

Adrian Downing
Lead Auditor

